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History of Streetwise
• It was started by Bezzel Mwenye, a man 

who was abandoned in his mid-teens 

while living in Zimbabwe.

• Upon his return to Malawi, he noticed 

many orphaned children, teens and 

unskilled young adults, and it was this 

which inspired him to start Streetwise.

• Streetwise started as a vocational 

training center where he began teaching 

unemployed teenagers how to make 

beaded animals and jewelry as a means 

of supporting themselves.

• We became aware of Streetwise through 

our Community Liaison Officer. We 

raised funds to furnish the center with 

bunk beds and school supplies. After 

witnessing the good work and potential, 

we decided to take this project a step 

further.

• At a local farmers market, he met his 

initial benefactors who supported him 

with buying a small plot of land and 

provided him with the funds to build 

Streetwise’s first classroom, dormitory 

and crèche.









Children from surrounding villages had to cross a river to get to 

the local government school. Due to yearly flooding, it has 

become very dangerous.

Parents from these villages approached Bezzel to expand his 

school and help educate their children as well.

For the school to receive government assistance, they need to 

have a minimum of 4 classrooms, 2 offices for teachers, and 

toilets.

The government has approved the design for the 4-classroom 

school block inclusive of teachers’ offices and pit latrines. We 

are currently at ring beam level.
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Progress To Date

• Currently the construction has reached ring 

beam level.

• The wall was completed using donated eco-

friendly bricks.

• We have also managed to install a solar 

borehole which provides clean drinking water for 

the school. Further development of this system 

will be to upgrade it to an “all in one” system 

which includes lighting, chargers and sockets.

• We are in communication with two great 

organisations with great track records who deal 

with permaculture and feeding programs for 

local schools and provide training and input 

throughout the implementation phase. They 

have both expressed their willingness to work 

with the project. They will also provide training 

and design for the composting toilets and its 

many uses. 

C o s t  B r e a k d o w n

Building stage MK Pounds

Substructure 9,361,422.00 8,724.53 

External/Internal Walls 7,100,000.00 6,616.96 

Roof 8,250,100.00 7,688.82 

Windows and Doors 3,019,100.00 2,813.70 

Ironmongery 434,400.00 404.85 

Wall Finishes 6,470,000.00 6,029.82 

Floor Finishes 1,435,500.00 1,337.84 

Total 36,070,522.00 33,616.52 



Ideas for Further 
Development

P e r m a c u l t u r e  &  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  P r o g r a m

Establishing a school food garden that can 
sustain a breakfast program for all students

Installing solar electricity so that the school has 
lighting for night classes and an ability to use 
electronic devices

Constructing eco-sanitation/compositing toilets 
and urinals so that students have hygienic 
facilities while also generating nutrients to build 
soil fertility

Constructing a rainwater harvesting system so 
that the school has access to stored water for 
sanitation and irrigation purposes

With an increase in students, there will be a 

heavy burden on Streetwise food budget. 

Given the rising cost of basic agricultural tools 

and products, these costs were a serious 

concern for us. 

Our aim is to provide a space that will focus 

not only on government curriculum but also on 

the importance of permaculture. 

Our plan to develop this in the future will 

revolve around four primary components:


